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This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
A song of peace, for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is. 
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine. 

But other hearts in other lands are beating, 
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 

 
My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, 

And sunlight streams on clover leaf and pine. 
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

And skies are everywhere as blue as mine. 
O hear my song, thou God of all the nations, 
A song of peace for their land and for mine. 

 
 

This Is My Song 
 

 



 
 
Prelude                                                                                         by Jean Sibelius, arr. Cindy Berry 

            “Be Still, My Soul”  
  
Welcome and Invocation 
     Laura Mayo 
  
 
Opening Sentences 
            Those we love and lose 

are no longer where they were before. 
They are now 
wherever we are. 
Adapted from St. John Chrysostom           Jonna Whitman 
 

  
 
Hymn                                                                                                              Words by Isaac Watts 

            “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
  
  
Reading 
    A poem by Jeannie Gambill  
  
 
Scriptures 
            Psalm 90:1-6                                                                                                    Rick Ankrom 
            Isaiah 43:1-4                                                                                                      Leigh Bogar 
 
  
Homily 
                                                                                                                                        Laura Mayo 
  
 
Hymn                                                                                                      Music by John H. Hopkins 

            “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” 
  
  
Memories 
              Bill Hamilton 
  

 



 
Hymn                                                                                                            William Walsham How 

         Ralph Vaughn Williams 
            “For All the Saints” 

  
  
Benediction 
                 Laura Mayo 
  
 
Postlude                                                                                                            Charles-Marie Wider 

            “Widor Toccata from Symphony No. 5” 
  
  
  

 

Worship Notes 

 
Karen Kline plays the piano for the prelude.  
 
“O God our Help in Ages Past” and “I Sing a Song of the Saints” are from West End United 
Methodist Church, Chancel Choir, Nashville, TN. 
 
“For All the Saints” is from Covenant Church in Hoston, TX.  
 
The organist for the Widor postlude is Andrew Risinger, Associate Minister of Music and 
Organist at West End United Methodist Church in Nashville, TN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Obituary 

Charliene High Hooker 

Charliene High Hooker, 76, of Houston, TX, died Wednesday, January 20, 2021, due to 
COVID-19 after declining for many years related to Alzheimer’s Disease. Charliene was 
predeceased by her parents, Jerald and Lucille High, and her brother Gene High. She is survived 
by her husband, William Hamilton, her son Jay Hooker and his husband Rick Ankrom, her 
daughter Jonna Hooker Whitman and her husband Doug Whitman, step-daughter Leigh Bogar 
and her husband Joe Bogar, step-son Mark Hamilton and his wife Stephanie Hamilton, seven 
grandchildren, Meredith and Reed Whitman, Kristin Satterfield and her husband James 
Satterfield, Kathryn Bogar, Henry, Robert, and Michael Hamilton, and her brother and 
sister-in-law, Terry and Kathy High. 

Charliene was born in Grand Prairie, Texas, and attended Grand Prairie High School, graduating 
in 1962. She and her first husband, John C. Hooker, spent their early married years in Stillwater, 
OK, and Fort Worth, TX, before settling in Houston, TX. In Houston, they found their spiritual 
home at Covenant Church. 

Charliene was dedicated to her family and career, and had many successful years in the financial 
services industry. Her independence and drive afforded her success in the male-dominated field. 
She raised her two children to be loving, strong, and independent, modeling compassion coupled 
with drive, and encouraging them to lead lives of meaning and purpose. She was a wonderful 
combination of a strong woman, as well as a lover of beautiful things, including Texas 
wildflowers, beautiful meals, or a perfectly wrapped Christmas gift. 

She married Bill Hamilton in November of 1982, and they soon moved to San Antonio, TX. 
Over the years Charliene and Bill would move many times for work, landing in San Francisco, 
CA; Coral Gables, FL; Huntsville, AL; and Las Vegas, NV before retiring to their beloved Hill 
Country in Fredericksburg, TX. As Charliene’s health was declining, she and Bill ultimately 
returned to Houston to be closer to family. Although they moved frequently, Charliene and Bill 
connected deeply with each community, both in their careers and church lives, making and 
maintaining dear friendships along the way. 

Charliene and Bill were utterly devoted to each other. Their love was apparent, and many 
thought they must be newlyweds because they so obviously cherished each other and were 
inseparable. As her health declined, Charliene’s ever-present smile never wavered, and she 
continued to greet others with bright eyes and a cheery “It’s so good to see you.” Even when she 
was no longer able to converse, the one phrase Charliene never lost was, “I love you,” which she 
shared freely not only with Bill but also with other family members, caregivers, and friends. A 
life-long member of choirs, Charliene’s love of music sustained her to the end, as she was able to 
sing along and tap to the beat, even when words failed her. 

 



 
Charliene was gentle and graceful, yet strong, and will be sorely missed by her family and 
friends. We cherish the memories of her beautiful smile and love so freely given. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Covenant Church, 
https://www.covenanthouston.org/charliene-hookers-memorial-page.html, or the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 
https://act.alz.org/site/Donation2?df_id=32112&32112.donation=form1&_ga=2.13486930 
1.599344199.1611933693-1251675104.1611778561. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Memories 

Charliene High Hooker 
By Bill Hamilton 

  

Parents, Jerald D. High (d. 2000) and Hallie Lucille Stout High (d. 2006) were born and raised 
“down in the country” near Canton, TX. They were from farming families; completing the sixth 
and ninth grades respectively, they subsequently married and migrated to the Dallas area where 
jobs were to be had, soon settling in on Grand Prairie’s Northeast 32nd St. until after his death. 

Ultimately, J. D. advanced to lead man for production layout in precast concrete and, 
subsequently, airplane manufacturing while Lucille learned the seamstress trade, specializing in 
the difficult components of collars and cuffs for men’s custom shirts. She left work each May 
and returned in September, allowing her to be at home with her children in the summers.  Many 
of Charliene’s school clothes were made at home. 

Charliene was the middle of those three children, born January 23, 1944, between two brothers, 
Jarald Eugene High (d. 2012) and Terry Ellsworth High (Kathy), Grand Prairie, experiencing all 
the closeness, conflicts and peacemaking that such birth order normally entails. 

Thanks to Lucille, the children were active with her in the near-by Bowles Memorial Baptist 
Church where Charliene, following her interest and developing talents, ultimately sang with the 
Adult Choir. 

Family tales of summer vacations often included fishing on East Texas lakes (Charliene quietly 
reading while the others cast their lines) and sleeping out under the stars, except when sudden 
rainstorms sent them running for some protected spot in the family station wagon. 

The children were educated in the local public schools, where each was actively involved in the 
music programs. 

Charliene graduated Grand Prairie High School in May 1962 and was soon married to John C. 
Hooker (d. 2019), happily adding Steven Jay to their family and moving north of the Texas 
border to Stillwater OK, for John to pursue graduate work in Electrical Engineering at Oklahoma 
State University. The family, including toddler Jay, was introduced to the joys of married student 
housing. 

John met another grad student, Jed Ramsey, and their families connected through a local Baptist 
church. Jed’s family included four children, the eldest of whom had the maturity and experience 
to care for Jay in his parents’ occasional absence. David made a very positive impression on the 
Hooker family and vice versa. 

 



 
Graduation with the intended PhD and an appropriate professional opportunity for John enticed 
them to move to Ft. Worth, where the family was expanded by welcoming Jonna Charliene into 
the group.  

John was not happy nor fully satisfied using his engineering education in the military/industrial 
complex and wanted to learn more about physiology, possibly combining those fields. They 
relocated to Houston in 1973, where John began studies at Baylor College of Medicine, and they 
found Covenant Church. Imagine their delight to be joined by former sitter, now UH graduate 
student, David Ramsey and wife, Janice, in that small congregation. What an unexpected and 
blessed reunion! 

That expanded Baylor education made John fit for teaching a wide variety of studies at Houston 
Baptist University and verified the decision to settle in Houston. 

Charliene entered the nursing education program at HBU, but soon abandoned that pursuit to 
augment the family income with full time employment. She sampled a variety of choices, 
including construction administration, insurance company back office, outside sales in oil field 
supply and executive search/placement, ultimately finding her place in administration within the 
English Department at Rice University. Not satisfied with just one job, she also worked part time 
in women’s clothing at Neiman Marcus, an opportunity that put her at the right place to 
supplement her wardrobe with first shot at regular sale events, handy for future employment 
settings. 

Following a separation and divorce, Charliene married Bill Hamilton at Thanksgiving, 1982 and 
moved with him in the fall of the following year to San Antonio; Jonna moved with them. 
Building on a lead from one of her Rice colleagues, Charliene sought and obtained work in a 
new endeavor – sales assistant with a regional investment firm, Rotan-Mosle. Company policy 
prohibited promotion from sales assistant to sales, but she began studying on her own and testing 
to gain SEC licensing in the variety of fields encompassed by the industry. Quickly proving her 
worth with added knowledge and skills, she moved, along with her broker, to similar work in the 
local Kidder-Peabody office; advancement from assistant to sales was also prohibited there. 

It was time for another move, this time to Williams College for Jonna and to San Francisco for 
the parents, where Charliene landed another opportunity in Kidder’s downtown office, this time 
as assistant to the Branch Manager with the additional responsibility as branch compliance 
officer, beginning to employ the fruits of her earlier self-study. The office occupied one of the 
upper floors in the towering Bank of America Building, having an ideal view of the Bay location 
and a spot to feel the occasional tremors. 

Upon the couple’s return from a visit to Great Britain, where they joined Jonna on break from 
her “study year abroad,” she learned that Bill’s construction management responsibilities were 
calling the two to a site, contrasting in almost every aspect of their life, near the southern end of 
the Florida peninsula – the carefully planned city of Coral Gables!  

Once again, she went straight to Kidder’s Miami office, where the Branch Manager was about to 
lose his assistant. The opening seemed ready made for her and she jumped right in . . . only to be 
surprised soon with the sale of Kidder’s Florida entire retail business to another firm.  

 



 
Upheaval and a chance for a change of pace in the same field ensued, this time to the investment 
arm of Community Bank, Homestead. She had found the appropriate occasion to help individual 
investors plan for their future retirement. And she loved it; she flourished. That is, until the eye 
of Hurricane Andrew blew across that peninsula, wreaking havoc on the adjacent Homestead Air 
Force Base and all around. 

That upheaval sent Bill to challenges in, of all places, Huntsville, Alabama. Charliene soon 
joined him, finding similar work with Compass Bank, first in near-by Athens and subsequently 
in downtown Huntsville. 

Bill’s mother came to live with the family the last six years of her life, dying shortly after 
9/11/01. Charliene found great company with Gladys as Bill served in several assignments, 
distant from home. 

Bill reached compulsory retirement in early 2002. The couple sold their house, bought a Ford 
F-250 and a 35’ fifth wheel, living in it full time for 10 years; they made a temporary move to 
Las Vegas for a 38-month second career. It was a simple and convenient arrangement. 

Sensing a need to settle down, they sold their portable housing and bought a single-family home 
on the northwest side of Houston, suitable for retirement. However, these carefully chosen plans 
were just not to be!  

Sometime in 2014 they discovered Charliene’s emerging tendency to search abnormally for 
common nouns. Eventually they were led through extensive examinations, resulting in a 
determination that she had Mild Cognitive Impairment and should begin some behavioral 
modifications for her own safety. 

Diagnosis of Alzheimer’s Disease followed all too soon; the next move was to the increased 
safety and security of a retirement community in April 2019. An unsupervised venture outside 
the building in mid-August 2020 was one too many and the couple was required to find residence 
for Charliene in a memory care home. Bill moved to independent living in a nearby senior 
apartment. They engaged additional care of a hospice agency. It all seemed to happen too 
quickly! 

Of course, Charliene’s behavior regressed dramatically, she ate less and lost weight, but her 
physical health remained good. On January 11th, she tested positive for the COVID virus and by 
the weekend of the 16th, she was showing early signs of oxygen deprivation; during the day on 
the 19th, she couldn’t swallow without choking and died peacefully in her sleep early the 
following morning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Covenant Church affirms the sanctity, dignity, and equality  
of human beings and the value of all life in the universe.  

We welcome persons of all racial and ethnic heritages, all sexual orientations,  
all gender identities, and all faith perspectives to our Christian community.  

We stand for each individual’s right to worship God and to respond  
to God’s call to ministry in her or his own understanding  

of God’s all-encompassing love.  
We value a holistic approach to faith and seek to worship in ways that are  

intellectually credible, emotionally stimulating, spiritually engaging  
and contemporarily relevant.  

We value music and art and ritual to express what we cannot ever fully say.  
We value participation so that we might hear many approaches  

to our shared faith. 
 

Covenant Church, an ecumenical, liberal, Baptist congregation 
Members of Covenant, Ministers 

Laura Mayo, Senior Minister 
Jodi Bash, Director of Children & Youth 

Director of Communication 
Fran Avera, Minister of Music, Emerita 
David Lee, Interim Director of Music 

Monique Cruz, Office and Financial Administrator 
 
4949 Caroline Street  
Houston, Texas 77004  
713-668-8830  
office@covenanthouston.org 
www.covenanthouston.org  
 
Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with a concealed handgun), a 
person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), 
may not enter this property with a concealed handgun. 
 

Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with an openly carried 
handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun 
licensing law), may not enter this property with a handgun that is carried openly. 
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